
Insect Bites 
and Allergies  

Use waterproof insect 
repellants to prevent bites.  
Also, consider taking over-

the-counter medications 
to alleviate any allergy 

symptoms.

SUMMER SAFETY TIPS

Staying 
Hydrated  

Exposure to the sun 
makes it easy to get 

dehydrated. Make sure to 
drink some water every 
15 minutes, even if you 

aren’t thirsty.

Heat and 
Sun Safety

Protect your skin from the 
sun by applying sunscreen 
regularly, and by wearing 

clothing with tightly woven 
fabrics, a hat and 

sunglasses.

Swimming   
Talk with local officials 

or lifeguards before 
swimming to make sure 

water conditions  
area\ safe.

THE RISING TEMPERATURES DURING THE SUMMER MAKE IT A 
PERFECT TIME TO ENJOY THE OUTDOORS WITH FRIENDS AND 
FAMILY. BUT DON’T LET AN INJURY, SUNBURN OR BUG BITES 
SPOIL THE FUN. PLAY IT SAFE WITH THESE SAFETY TIPS.

Fireworks – 
Read and follow 

the instructions when 
using fireworks and 

keep them away 
from children 
at all times.

New Gizmo Gives Thieves Entry to Keyless Vehicles

If you have any questions regarding 
any of these articles or have a coverage 
question, please call us at:

Wright & Kimbrough Insuranceanc
2150 Douglas Blvd #210 
Roseville, CA 95661
Phone: (800) 822-3694
Fax: (916) 751-7690
info@wkins.com
License No: 0670151

CONTACT US
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Grilling
Make sure grills 

are constantly monitored 
and placed at least 

three feet away from all 
other objects.
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I F YOU’RE like most collectors, you’ve put time, money and effort into your 
endeavor, be that stamps, baseball cards, jewelry, fine art, wine or other 
collectibles. Your collection is probably valuable to you financially, and some 

pieces may also hold a sentimental value. 
However, if the collection is destroyed or damaged, there is a strong 

likelihood that your homeowner’s insurance policy won’t cover the loss. 
Consider the following ways a collection can be damaged or lost:

• Breakage – Damage caused by dropping an item. 
• Mechanical breakdown – Spoilage (like wine) due to climate-

control system failure.
• Failure of drain or sewer – A collection may be destroyed if you 

have a drain or sewer failure, and especially if you keep your 
collection in the basement or cellar. 

• Natural disaster – A collection is fully or partially destroyed in an 
earthquake, flood or other weather-related event.

• Diminished value – Due to cosmetic or water damage to the item.

Obviously, you don’t want to put your hard-earned collection at risk. 
Consider a collections policy to protect your valuables properly. This is a 
specially designed insurance policy for people who want to protect their 
valued collectibles.

Value of a collections policy
Unfortunately, most people don’t realize their homeowner’s insurance 

does not offer adequate protection to their collectibles, For example, did 
you know that the standard homeowner’s policy will cover only up to 
$500 worth of jewelry? Remember, your deductible is probably more 
than that also. 

• No deductible. 
• 50% more coverage is available at the time of a loss, 

if the item is worth more than the value scheduled.
• Mysterious disappearances are covered.
• Worldwide coverage is included.
• Coverage during shipping.
• Covers theft both inside and outside your home. 

Features of a collections policy

Depending on the insurer, you may have these 
options as well:
• Blanket coverage of a collection up to $10,000 per 

item, with the option to raise it to $100,000 in some 
instances.

• Insuring the true value of items within your collection.
• Inflation protection at the time of loss if the value of 

an item has increased over time.
• Coverage for new purchases for up to 90 days.
• Discounts for collectibles kept in a safety deposit box.

Policy options

• Keep all original documents, including purchase 
receipts, auction catalog or private seller information.

• Keep photos and detailed descriptions of items, 
including those with unique marks and vintage or 
production year.

• Maintain an updated inventory list, including 
descriptions, counts and storage locations.

• Get routine, professional appraisals of your 
collection and keep a running record of appraised 
values.

How to get prompt, full payment

       The takeaway
By not properly insuring your collectibles, 

you’re unnecessarily exposing yourself 
if any of those valuable items 
are damaged or destroyed. You 
can call us to discuss options 
for how to best cover your 
collection. v
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Valued Possessions

Have a Prized Collection? It May Not Be Fully Insured



A S THE GIG economy grows, more and more people are opting 
to work from home, either to supplement their income from a 
full- or part-time job, as a freelancer, or to pursue operating a 

small business. 
Unfortunately, your homeowner’s or renter’s insurance may 

not cover damage to your business assets. Sixty percent of home-
based businesses lack adequate business insurance, according to 
the Independent Insurance Agents & Brokers of America, based in 
Alexandria, Va.

If you are running a small business or working freelance from 
home, and if the loss of machinery, tools, data or IT equipment 
would seriously impair your ability to make money, you want to 
make sure you have the right coverage.

To safeguard your data, equipment and operations, you may 
want to follow these tips: 

Check your insurance
If you are running a home-based business or need more 

protection for business property that is in your home, you may want 
to consider purchasing additional coverage. 

Depending on your needs, you may have a few different options 
for protecting your business property.

Rider to a homeowner’s or renter’s policy
The most inexpensive home-based business insurance is an 

add-on or rider that expands a homeowner’s or renter’s policy to 
cover the company. 

The cost of such a rider is minimal – often a few hundred 
dollars per year – but it generally provides about $2,500 of 
additional coverage. This type of insurance may be appropriate 

for a one-person business without a lot of valuable equipment or 
many business-related visitors, and unlikely to suffer a major loss 
if unable to operate for a while as a result of fire or other disaster. 

In-home business policy
An in-home policy covers a broader spectrum of contingencies, 

including loss of critical documents or theft of funds being taken 
to the bank for deposit. Such a business policy, issued by a home 
insurer or a specialty firm, usually is a plan against injury or theft 
covering as many as three employees. 

You may be able to buy additional coverage to increase 
the protection your homeowner’s insurance policy provides for 
business supplies. Some insurers may allow you to increase the 
limit up to $10,000. Adding this coverage may help cover inventory, 
such as cosmetics or kitchen supplies, temporarily stored in your 
home as you’re preparing to sell it or deliver it to customers.

Business owner’s policy
Entrepreneurs who need more than $10,000 of coverage 

should pay for a business owner’s policy. This comprehensive 
policy is the most common policy for small business and covers: 

• Damage to or loss of business equipment and other assets
• Liability for customer injuries
• Loss of critical records
• Malpractice or professional liability claims, and 
• Loss of income or a business interruption in the case of a 

power outage or a natural disaster. 

Such a policy might also protect you when driving a personal 
vehicle for business purposes. v
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Home-based Business

Working from Home? Expand Coverage as You Grow
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Homeowner’s Insurance

How Insurance Pays for Loss of Use of  Your Home

B esides your loss of property, one 
of the main concerns you may 
have if your home has been 

damaged by a fire or other calamity is 
how to pay for your living expenses as 
you wait for it to be repaired.

Fortunately, the standard 
homeowner’s policy will cover you 
for “loss of use” - meaning your 
living expenses like staying in a 
hotel while your home is repaired. 
This coverage is known “additional 
living expense,” and it is designed to 
reimburse the insured for the cost of 
maintaining a comparable standard 
of living following a covered loss 
that exceeds the insured’s normal 
expenses prior to the loss.

The standard homeowner’s 
policy contains three loss-of-
use coverages: additional living 
expense, fair rental value, and what is known as “civil authority 
prohibits use.” And typically, these coverages are subject to 
a limit equal to 30% of the dwelling limit under homeowner’s 
insurance.

So, if you have a policy to cover the full value of your $300,000 
home, the policy would cover $90,000.

Additional living expense
Additional living expense coverage pays for the necessary 

increase in living costs when the home, damaged by a covered 
cause of loss, becomes unfit to live in.

For example, if a fire guts your kitchen and two bedrooms. 
Since your policy covers fire and the home is unsafe for the 
family to occupy, this coverage will pay the extra amount you 
must spend to live elsewhere for a period of time.

But, the insurance company will pay only the amount 
necessary for the family to maintain its normal standard of 
living. If you were not living in a luxury condo before the loss, the 
insurer will not pay for you to live in one after.

This covers additional living expenses - or any necessary 
expense that exceeds what you normally spend.

For example, if you usually spend $500 per month for 
groceries and, while your home is being repaired, you spend 
$700 a month since you have to dine out instead of cook at 
home, your policy will cover the $200 difference.

Examples of additional living expenses may include:
• Hotel or rental home charges
• Food and utility expenses
• Additional car mileage
Please note: the insurer will pay for the shortest period of 

time necessary to repair or replace the damaged property or to 
permanently relocate.

Fair rental value
This coverage applies to homeowners who rent out part or 

all of the premises. Should a covered cause of loss damage 
the home and make it uninhabitable, the insurance will pay the 
rental income that the homeowner loses.

Coverage lasts only for the shortest time necessary to 
repair or replace the premises, and the insurer will reduce the 
payments by the amounts of non-continuing expenses.

Civil authority prohibits use
Sometimes the government will require people to evacuate 

their homes due to a man-made or natural disaster, such as a 
wildfire. If the authorities require occupants in a neighborhood 
to evacuate, the homeowners will obviously have to find 
accommodation elsewhere and incur expenses.

In cases like these, the families could benefit from civil 
authority prohibits use coverage.

This insurance pays for the increased cost of living elsewhere 
for up to two weeks when civil authorities bar people from using 
their residences because of damage to neighboring premises 
caused by a covered event.

As in the case of additional living expense coverage, the 
insurer will only pay the amount above non-continuing expenses 
- and only the cost of maintaining the family’s normal living 
standard.

If you have any questions about how loss-of-use coverage 
works, feel free to give us a call. v


